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Public invited to 
meet Westlake 
superintendent 
finalists
by KIM BONVISSUTO

The Westlake Board of Edu-
cation has narrowed down 
two finalists for the super-

intendent position from a slate of 
eight professionals.

Scott Goggin, superintendent 
of Midview Local Schools, and 
Roxann Ramsey-Caserio, assistant 
superintendent of Lakewood City 
Schools, are Westlake’s two super-
intendent finalist candidates.

The Board of Education 
invites the public to two “Meet 
the Finalist” nights on Wednesday, 
Feb. 17, and Friday, Feb. 19, at 4:30 
p.m. at Parkside, 24525 Hilliard 
Blvd. Ramsey-Caserio will present 
on Feb. 17, and Goggin will pres-
ent on Feb. 19. After meeting with 
the community, both candidates 
will have a final interview with the 
Board of Education, which antici-
pates hiring a new superintendent 
before the end of February.

Goggin has led the Mid-
view Local Schools for the past 
two years. Prior to being named 
superintendent he was the dis-
trict’s Director of Education. He 
earned an undergraduate degree 
in special education and teach-
ing from Bowling Green State 
University and a graduate degree 
in rehabilitation counseling from 
Kent State University. He earned 
another graduate degree in edu-
cation administration from Ash-
land University.

Ramsey-Caserio has served 
as assistant superintendent for 
Lakewood City Schools since 
2014. She also served as interim 
superintendent at Lakewood 
for a period of time during the 
2014-2015 school year. Ramsey-
Caserio has been with the district 
since 2009, when she held the 
title of Coordinator of Teaching 
and Learning. She also served as 
principal of Grant Elementary 
School and Director of Teach-
ing and Learning. She earned an 
undergraduate degree in English 
and secondary education, and 
a graduate degree in education 
administration and supervision 
from John Carroll University. 

 » See THEATER page 2

Getting fashion-ready for the prom

Seniors modeled the latest gowns and tuxedos at the annual Westlake High School 
PTSA prom assembly on Feb. 10. Safe driving and responsible behavior during prom and 
graduation season are the main messages of the assembly, but the prom fashion show is 
always the highlight. See more photos at wbvobserver.com. 
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Join grassroots 
effort to bring 
community 
theater back   
to Bay Village
by PATRICK MEEHAN

The Citizens for Bay 
Village Community 
Theater invite you 

to participate in their first 
production scheduled for 
July this summer. If you 
have enjoyed seeing a play 
but can't picture yourself 
in the spotlight, here's 
your chance to become 
involved. Right now we 
are looking for some key 
players to work behind the 
scenes in an organizational 
capacity. Required skills are 
a sense of adventure, some 
common sense and a posi-
tive attitude. Optional skills 
include the use of a tele-
phone, calendar and email.

Bay High senior 
Alana Bernys and 
Westlake High 

senior Alex Ikezawa have 
been named as Presiden-
tial Scholar candidates 
in the first round of the 
highly selective national 
academic honor.

The United States 
Presidential Scholars 

Program was established 
in 1964, by Executive 
Order of the President, 
to recognize and honor 
some of our nation’s most 
distinguished graduating 
high school seniors. The 
selection of approximately 
4,000 original program 
candidates generally is 
made based on SAT and 

ACT scores. 
A p p r o x i m a t e l y 

800 candidates are 
named semifinalists and 
forwarded to a Commission 
on Presidential Scholars 
for further review. The 
commission will select 
up to 161 Presidential 
Scholars finalists.

Bay, Westlake seniors make list for prestigious honor

Alana Bernys, BHS Alex Ikezawa, WHS

by TAMMY BERTRAND

Fa t  Tu e s d a y  w a s 
celebrated in style at 
the Montrose Jaguar 

dealership with a Mardi 
Gras party for over 250 
people. This event featured 
wonderful Cajun-style foods 
from Augustino’s catering and 

wine tastings from LA Dick 
Imports. A Dixieland Jazz 
band entertained members 
from 10 different Northeast 
Ohio chambers of commerce. 
Panera Bread received the 
Power of More Business of 
the Year award. Ashley Gay 
accepted the award on behalf 
of the company. 

West Shore Chamber celebrates 
Mardi Gras, Business of the Year

Host John Allensworth, left, and WSCC Excecutive Director 
John Sobolewski present the Business of the Year award to 
Ashley Gay, on behalf of Panera Bread.
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Citizens participate 
in writing, editing, 

photographing and delivering this newspaper. 

      The Westlake | Bay Village Observer is a hyperlocal 
community newspaper and website written by,  for 
and about the residents of  Westlake and Bay Village,  
providing perspectives and information about topics and 
events in our community. The mission of the Westlake | 
Bay Village Observer is to inform, involve and energize 
the community through citizen participation of the 700+ 
community volunteers. All Westlake and Bay Village 
residents are invited to participate.

Observer Guidelines
      Want to submit an article to the Observer? We’d love 
to hear from you! Here are some guidelines to keep in 
mind when writing for the Observer:
• Anyone who lives or works in Westlake or Bay Village 

is encouraged to contribute. 
• Aim for 300-500 word articles. 
• Photos should be jpegs & a minimum of  2 megabytes 

in size. 
• Submit original stories and photos. Don’t copy others’ 

work and remember to credit your sources.
• Review our Observer FAQs on our website at: 

wbvobserver.com
• Ask questions! We’re here to help you at every step 

along the way. Don’t hesitate to come to us for advice 
or help with topics,  content or the submission process. 
Staff contact information is listed below.

To join in, sign up through the Member Center at 
wbvobserver.com/members to submit your stories, 
photos and events.                                      

All content should be submitted through the Member 
Center, not by email.

Letters to the editor (max. 300 words) may be sent 
to tara@wbvobserver.com. Please include full contact 
information. 

The views and opinions expressed in this publication 
do not necessarily reflect the views and opinions of the 
Westlake | Bay Village Observer staff.
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SCHOLARS             
from front page

THEATER                   
from front page

Two positions are available imme-
diately: production coordinator and 
box office coordinator. For production 
coordinator, the group is seeking a 
detail-oriented person who will act as 
manager for all elements of the produc-
tion for our upcoming show in July. He 
or she will oversee the search for a the-
atrical director and be a point of contact 
for all department heads involved in 
production and may assign duties to 
department heads. May also assist in 
locating shop facilities.

The box office coordinator posi-
tion involves setting up and managing 
ticket sales for the July production. 
We have other information to get you 
started on the right track.

We have already secured some key 
crew people, a venue and the rights to 
a play. I encourage you to take that road 
less traveled and be there at the begin-
ning of the new Bay Village Community 
Theater. Remember, the first time only 
happens once.

If you are interested or have ques-
tions, visit baytheater.org, email bay.
village.community.theater@gmail.com 
or attend one of our general meetings. 
We will meet at 7 p.m. on the third 
Wednesday of the month in February, 
March, April and May at the Bay Village 
Branch Library, 502 Cahoon Road. 

Alana earned the highest possible 
composite score of 36 on the ACT 
college entrance exam, and she has 
been named a National Merit Semi-
finalist. She is a member of Bay High’s 
National Honor Society and has been a 
Bay High Rockette and a team leader for 
the school’s Team Africa. She has been 
a serious student of ballet for many 
years. While Alana hasn’t yet decided 
on a future college or career, she is 
interested in doing medical research. 
“I will probably major in biochemistry 
or microbiology,” she said.

Alex also earned a perfect 36 on the 
ACT last year. He is an all-state violinist 
and served as assistant concertmaster 
of the Contemporary Youth Orchestra in 
Cleveland, the only youth orchestra in 
the country dedicated to the study and 
performance of contemporary orches-
tral literature. He also is a member of 
the WHS Orchestra, National Honor 
Society and Student Council. Alex is 
part of the instrumental cover band 
“Atlas” with friends.

Scholars are chosen on the basis 
of their accomplishments in many 
areas – academic and artistic suc-
cess, leadership, and involvement 
in school and community – and rep-
resent excellence in education and 
the promise of greatness in America’s 
youth. They are invited to Washing-
ton, D.C., in June to participate in 
the National Recognition Program, 
featuring various events and enrich-
ment activities, and culminating in 
the presentation of the Presidential 
Scholars Medallion during a White 
House-sponsored ceremony. 

by TERI GANNON

If you are like many 
people in this day 
and age, the thought 

of throwing away your 
children’s outgrown 
clothing or toys feels 
like throwing your hard-
earned money out the 
window. That’s why chil-
dren’s resale events have 
grown in popularity. This 
is a public sale where 
vendors sell gently used 
or even new children’s 
items for a fraction of 
the cost of buying them 
at retail. Until recently, 
there were no options 
for those savvy shop-
pers who wanted to buy 
or sell items for their 
older kids. That’s where 
Westlake’s Big Kid ReSale 
comes in.

After four successful 
sales since 2012, the fifth 
annual Big Kid ReSale is 
set for Saturday, March 
12, from 8 a.m. to noon at 
the Westlake High School, 
27830 Hilliard Blvd. The 
sale will feature more 
than 70 vendors sell-
ing clothing sizes 5T to 
Juniors and gear appro-
priate for kids elementary 

age through high school. 
In addition to clothing 
and shoes, shoppers will 
find everything from 
sports equipment, toys 
and games to books, 
music equipment, com-
puter stuff and furniture.

Donna Wiemels of 
Fairview Park sold for a 
number of years at the 
Westlake Early Child-
hood Kiddie Kloset. 
She moved on to the 
Big Kid ReSale when 
her children passed the 
preschool age. “I have 
done many sales over the 
years at different venues 
and the Big Kid Resale 
is my favorite,” says 
Wiemels. “I enjoy being 
a seller and making extra 
money from my gently 
used clothes and I love 
being a buyer too. I have 
found amazing deals on 
name brand items for my 
older children. The event 
is always well organized 
and seems to be a pleas-
ant experience for every-
one.”

“I have always had 
success with this very 
well-run sale,” says Carol 
Wittkopf of Bay Village. “It 
feels good to go through 

closets and boxes and 
‘clean house’ while 
making a nice pocket full 
of money. My daughter 
gets into the act as well 
by clearing out old toys, 
clothes, books, etc. She 
prices things, organizes 
them, helps me set up 
and then gets to keep 
the profits! It’s a win-win 
situation!” says Wittkopf. 
“Quality items are offered 
at fantastic prices, our 
house is less cluttered 
and my daughter and I 
have some extra cash!”

Even unwanted 
items find a new home 
after the sale is over. Sale 
organizers collect cloth-
ing, bedding, soccer 
equipment and shoes to 
donate to two orphanag-
es in Haiti through a local 
church. A representative 
from the Westlake Police 
Department also takes 
items to a local shelter. 
Admission to the sale is 
$5 for the early-bird shop-
pers from 8-9 a.m. and $1 
for entrance from 9 a.m.-
noon. Vendors accept 
cash only and no bills 
larger than $20. Organiz-
ers appreciate small bills 
at the door. 

Big Kid ReSale returns to Westlake

At a moment when the world is 
asking, “Can the religions get 
along?” one figure stands out as 

the shared ancestor of Jews, Christians 
and Muslims. One man holds the key 
to our deepest fears – and our possible 
reconciliation. Abraham.

Beginning on Feb. 21, three faith 
traditions will convene to discuss Abra-
ham, the man at the heart of the world’s 
three monotheistic religions. Members 
of Beth Israel – The West Temple, Dover 
Congregational United Church of Christ, 
and The Islamic Center of Cleveland will 
meet on four consecutive Sunday eve-
nings to learn what each sacred text says 
about Abraham and his role in their faith 
understanding.

“We’ve been thinking seriously 
about what ecumenism means in our 
world and how we might be a part of find-
ing a common core of reconciliation,” 
says R. Keith Stuart, senior minister at 
Dover UCC. “Our minister of justice, John 
Rinehart, has done all the background 
work to make this happen. He arranged 
our first meeting with Rabbi Enid Lader 
from Beth Israel – The West Temple and 
Julia Shearson, executive director of The 
Council on American Islamic-Relations. 
We’ve made new friends and we all 
agreed that our shared study would be a 

great first step.”
   On Feb. 21, the three faith tradi-

tions will meet at Dover Congregational 
UCC (2239 Dover Center Road, Westlake) 
at 6 p.m. for a light supper, followed by an 
overview of Bruce Feiler’s book, “Abra-
ham.” Rabbi Enid Lader, Shaykh Musa 
Sugapong and Rev. Keith Stuart will serve 
as conveners.

“We thought it was important for 
participants to get a sense of what we 
hope to accomplish at our first meet-
ing,” says Stuart. “People will be intro-
duced to concepts and issues that they 
may not be familiar with. We are con-
scious of the misconceptions that per-
vade our religious landscape and want 
to provide a safe place where people 
can share.”

After the first meeting, there will 
be an opportunity to continue with a 
more extensive look into how Abraham 
has shaped all three traditions. Those 
interested are asked to read Feiler’s 
book and bring their questions to each 
additional meeting. Each session will 
begin at 7 p.m.

On Feb. 28, Rabbi Lader will offer 
a Jewish response to Abraham at Beth 
Israel – The West Temple, located at 
14308 Triskett Road, Cleveland. Rev. 
Jim Edwards will share the Christian 
response on March 6 at Dover Congre-
gational United Church of Christ. The last 
session will be held at the Islamic Center 
of Cleveland, located at 6055 West 130th 
St., Parma. Shaykh Musa Sugapong will 
lead the session.

The public is invited at no charge. For 
additional information, please contact 
Keith Stuart at kstuart@doverucc.org or 
440-871-1050. 

Dover UCC leads 
interfaith study 
of Abraham

FAITH & SPIRITUALITY
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Thursday, March 17  3 - 7 pm 
Friday, March 18  9  am - 7 pm

Saturday, March 19   9  am - 6 pm
Hilton DoubleTree

1100 Crocker Road, Westlake (formerly the Westlake Holiday Inn) 

Dealers are set up in hotel rooms on both 1st & 2nd floors.
Make yourself at home and browse over 80 exhibitors.

Annual Decoy Show
Collectors Event

Outdoor Sporting collectibles

FREE 
ADMISSION
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WITH GENERAC AUTOMATIC STANDBY GENERATORS

GeneratorPros
a Division of Shepp Electric / Sales, Parts and Service

YOU CAN’T CONTROL WHEN YOUR
POWER GOES OUT . . .

YOU CAN CONTROL WHEN YOUR
POWER COMES ON!

“Area’s
Leading” GENERAC “ELITE POWER PRO” Warranty Dealer & Installer!

“Over 1,400 Systems Installed!”

UNITS IN STOCK NOW! 
INSTALLATION IN ONE DAY!!

 www.GeneratorPros.com

GeneratorPros.com
a Division of Shepp Electric / Sales, Parts and Service

877-423-9010

Area’s Leading and Only

Family Owned & Operated Dealer

America’s #1 Selling Generator

HOME or BUSINESS 
Standby Generator Systems
for AUTOMATIC BACKUP 

POWER PROTECTION
24 hours a day / 7 days a week
PERMANENTLY INSTALLED 

on Natural Gas or Propane

“OVER 3,000 Systems Installed!”

30 years Experience$300 OFF
Any Generator System
Home Show Proposal.

7 Year Warranty.
(Limited Time Offer - 

Not valid with any other offer.) 

by JENNIFER CIRINCIONE

The Friends of Westlake Porter 
Public Library announced it 
gave over $100,000 to the library 

in 2015. The organization’s members 
raised the funds through used book 
sales, the library gift shop, and a trees 
& wreaths silent auction. The group also 
donated thousands of volunteer hours 
throughout the year.

Porter Library used a majority of 
the gift for building renovations and 
updates in 2015-2016. The remaining 

funds went towards providing all of the 
library’s programming, such as Science 
Week, National Library Week, and the 
adult and youth Summer Reading 
programs.

The Friends run the Book Nook used 
book room and Portables Gift Shop, in 
addition to hosting the annual book sale. 
The group sponsors Sunday Sounds and 
the Ice Cream Social (this year it will 
be July 25). It is a non-profit volunteer 
organization that supports the library by 
giving volunteer service and monetary 
contributions. 

Friends give $100,000 
to Porter Library

Friends Vice President Lynn Pettyjohn and Young Adult Specialist Samantha 
Kretschmer invite you to visit the renovated children’s section at Westlake 
Porter Public Library. The renovation was partly funded by Friends of WPPL.
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Bay Village Foundation 
announces scholarship
by TOM HENDERSON

The Bay Village Foundation is 
accepting applications for a 
$2,000 scholarship towards tuition 

for students enrolled in a full-time col-
lege or trade school program. Multiple 
scholarships may be awarded.

The application form is available in 
the high school guidance office or it may 
be downloaded from thebayvillagefounda-
tion.org. Completed applications should 
be submitted back to the high school guid-
ance office by Wednesday, March 2.

The scholarship committee gives 

considerable weight to student essays 
related to volunteerism, academic record, 
professional goals and proposals for 
projects that would improve life in Bay 
Village.

The Bay Village Foundation exists 
to provide support for projects and pro-
grams fostering Bay Village’s historical, 
cultural, social and educational heritage. 
Through this foundation, Bay Village’s 
citizens and businesses are encouraged 
to perpetuate the traditions that make 
our city a special place to live and work.

For additional information, contact 
villagefdninfo@att.net. 

AARP safe driving class 
March 9 at Dwyer Center
by LESLIE SELIG

The AARP Smart Driver Course 
will be offered at the Bay Village 
Dwyer Memorial Senior Center 

on Wednesday, March 9, from noon 
to 4 p.m. This class covers defensive 
driving techniques and the normal 
changes in vision, hearing and reaction 
time associated with aging. 

The course also provides practical 

techniques for adjusting to these changes 
to ensure the driver’s own safety and that 
of others on the road. During the course, 
participants learn about current rules of 
the road and how to operate their vehicles 
more safely in today’s increasingly chal-
lenging driving environment.  

Cost is $15 for AARP members and 
$20 for non-members. Make checks 
payable to AARP or pay with cash. 
Please call to register, 440-835-6565. 
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by LYNN TALIAK

Russia’s Peter and Catherine 
were both called Great. 
What was it that made 

them “great”? This latest Case 
Western Reserve University 
continuing education course 
offered right here in Bay Village 
will try to provide an answer.

The eight-week class begins 
Monday, March 14, 10 a.m., with 
a reflection on Peter’s Russian 
background and then delve into 
the life of the famous Catherine 
who was to change Russia’s 
history. Was she a murderer, a 
tyrant or perhaps an enlightened 
leader? Did she follow in Peter’s 
footsteps or create a new brand of 

world leadership, 
perhaps a leader 
for all time? Did 
she “play like a 
man but win like a 
woman”? Ponder 
all this and finally 
discuss whether 
or not Russia is 
returning to the 
era of tsars.

The class 
will meet at Bay 
United Methodist 
Church and cost 
$80 for the eight-
week session. Both men and 
women are invited. Catherine 
was indeed a “sizzling” woman, 
both in romance and politics. 

This will be a very interesting 
class. For information or register: 
call Marianne Wagner at 440-808-
0076 before March 14. 

by DAN HIRSCHFELD

On a cold winter night 
many people enjoy 
the warm glow of a 

fire in their fireplace. As a kid 
spending his formative years 
living in Bay Village, on such 
an evening I instead found 
myself drawn to the warm glow 
produced by the vacuum tubes 
incorporated in my hand-me-
down stereo system.

The reality of this year’s 

winter actually producing 
winter-like weather conditions 
after teasing us northern 
Ohioans with a rather mild start, 
combined with other events in 
the news, has created a sense of 
nostalgia in me for listening to 
album-oriented rock over FM 
radio with my old tube-powered 
stereo set.

Vacuum tubes operate 
on a principle that requires 
an electrical heating element 
within each of  them. 

Depending on 
t h e  p u r p o s e 
and design of 
any particular 
tube, its internal 
heating element 
can produce a 
visible orange to 
yellow glow of 
varying intensity. 
My old stereo rig 
incorporated a fair 
number of tubes, 
each emitting a 
moderate orange-
yellow glow.

W h i l e  n o t 
considered a best 
practice for energy efficiency 
these days, in many of my teen 
years I tended to fall asleep for 
the night with my trusty old 
stereo turned to a low volume 
level. (Being tube-based, the 
stereo’s energy efficiency was 
already inherently low, but few 
were terribly concerned with that 
in its day.) In that the set’s top 
cover was nothing but a sheet of 
perforated metal, with the room 
lights off the tubes in my stereo 
cast a nice, warm glow against 
the nearby wall and ceiling. In 
fact, the cover’s perforations 
added their own pattern to the 
tubes’ emitted glow.

To provide historical 
background, tubes were the first 
“active” components to be used 
in electronic equipment, dating 
back to the early 20th century. 
They tended to be fragile 
and consumed considerable 
electrical energy. In the mid-
20th century transistors had 
been developed and over time 
increasingly replaced tubes in 
electronic circuits. Transistors 
are generally much more 
rugged and energy efficient in 
their function than tubes.

At the end of the 1960s 
devices known as integrated 
circuits  began seeing 
widespread use in electronic 

equipment. Integrated 
circuits are small 
chips with numerous 
transistors and other 
electronic components 
etched in to them on a 
microscopic level. Entire 
electronic devices can be 
encased in an integrated 
circuit and, being the 
building blocks of much 
of our modern electronic 
equipment, their rapid 
development continues 
to this day.

In any case, the 
combination of warm 
glow from my old 

stereo’s tubes and low volume 
music did indeed create a cozy 
feeling, especially on a cold 
winter night.

(For those into electronics 
trivia, my stereo rig consisted 
of a late 1950s to early 1960s 
vintage EICO HF-81 stereo 
amplifier with a matching EICO 
HFT-90 FM tuner and outboard 
multiplex adapter, allowing 
the reception of FM stereo. 
Unfortunately I learned the 
HF-81 amplifier, in particular, 
had considerable appeal to 
tube-based audio equipment 
enthusiasts long after I parted 
ways with it.) 

Glowing tubes on a 
winter night

Vacuum tubes, used in early electronics  like TVs and radios, 
gave off a warm glow, which the author fondly remembers.

Pictured is a small assortment of electronic 
components. At left are vacuum tubes, in the 
middle are transistors representing the next 
step in electronics evolution. The two items on 
the right are current-day integrated circuits.

PH
O

TO
 B

Y
 D

A
N

 H
IR

SC
H

FE
LD

Catherine the Great: tyrant 
or leader for all ages?

Empress Catherine II of Russia, known 
as Catherine the Great, is the subject of 
discussion in an upcoming class.

by CANDY SANSON

O’Neill Healthcare Bay Vil-
lage received a donation of 
artwork from the family of 

Janet Woodward, a former resident. 
Sue Hale, Mrs. Woodward’s daugh-
ter and a Bay Village resident, gra-
ciously donated the collection in 
memory of her mother. 

The artwork consists of 
framed floral and landscape 
watercolors. Mrs. Woodward was 
an accomplished local artist and 
this treasure trove of exquisite 
watercolors will be on displayed 
and enjoyed by residents, guests 
and visitors for years to come. 

Donation honors mother’s memory

Watercolor by artist 
Janet Woodward

CONTINUING EDUCATION

FAITH & SPIRITUALITY

by SHARON FEDOR

Scores of books have been written 
on the subject, but coming up with 
a clear, concise definition is quite 

another matter all together. Some call 
it prayer’s partner. In the quiet, in the 
stillness, the moment presents itself. 
When the outside world fades into 
nothingness, and the inside heart space 

becomes the reigning kingdom, thoughts 
like tiny boats on a glistening sunlit river 
drift by.

This is meditation, at least one 
description of it. Meditate alone wrapped 
in a blanket, meditate in a group sitting in 
a comfortable chair, meditate with a guide 
or a guru, read a book on it, take a class on 
it, load an app on it, listen to meditative 
music during it, use a mantra, light a 
candle, find your own meditation path.

Unity is well known as a philosophy, 
a way of life, with churches/centers the 
world over, one right here in Westlake, 
that practices meditation as part of every 
Sunday Service. I queried a few friends for 
their definition of meditation.

Terri replied that “meditation is the 

practice of making oneself available to 
experience the present moment in the 
deepest, quietest place within yourself. 
In that very deep, quiet interior space 
one lets go of consciousness of the outer 
world (thoughts) and has consciousness 
of a vastness within that is unimaginable 
from the realm of thought and activity.”

For Michele, “Meditation is being in 
the moment, letting go of what you have to 
do for a period of time to get centered and 
just breathe.” No assembling of shopping 
lists during meditation, you focus on the 
importance of the awareness of your own 
breath, and let the list be created at yet 
another time.

Bruce, an enrolled member of the 
Oglala Sioux Tribe, was taught meditation 

by a Native American Elder. He learned 
meditation is an intentional focus of 
allowing. The practice occurs in the 
present, and affirms sacred connectedness 
to everything within the universe. This 
alignment of self concurrently aligns him 
with the sacred energy of unconditional 
love which infinitely permeates all that is.

Pam feels it’s a quiet time to reflect or 
pray, or with eyes closed listen to music.

Unity Spiritual Center of Westlake 
offers two weekly meditations on 
Wednesdays, noon to 12:30 p.m., and 
Sundays, 7:30-8:30 a.m. For information, 
call 440-835-0400 or email unityinfo@
unityspiritualcenter.com. Unity’s free app, 
uPray, allows you to meditate and refresh 
for 3 minutes and away you go. 

Enter the 
Stillness

Thank You 
to our generous supporters  

who keep us humming along!
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by MIKE WEST

The Cuyahoga County Board 
of Elections has launched the 
“Join the Party” voter education 

campaign. The goal of the campaign 

is to make sure voters do not miss this 
opportunity to join the political party 
of their choice or to be a nonpartisan 
voter. In Ohio, the only method voters 
may utilize to establish or change their 
party affiliation is by voting in a parti-

san primary election. People may 
also choose to vote an issues-only 
ballot if they prefer to be considered 
a nonpartisan voter.

Last year over 150,000 Demo-
crats and nearly 27,000 Republicans 
lost their party affiliation because 
they did not vote in a primary elec-
tion for more than two years. “This 
makes voting in the March 15 elec-
tion extremely important for people 

who want to be affiliated with a politi-
cal party,” said Pat McDonald, director 
of the Board of Elections. “People who 
don’t vote in March may not get another 
chance for two years to establish or to 
change their party affiliation. I encour-
age everyone to join the party and vote,” 
said McDonald.

The ballot choices for voters are: 
Democrat, Republican, Green, Issues-
only, and other.

The Board also encourages voters 
stay up-to-date on election informa-
tion by signing up for VoterNotify emails 
and/or text messages on the Board’s 
website, 443VOTE.com. VoterNotify 
messages will include: reminders of 
important deadlines, confirmation that 
the voter’s ballot has been mailed by the 
Board and also when the completed 
ballot has been received, and remind-
ers to vote early or on Election Day. 

by RJ JOHNSON

It can be hard to make the right 
choice. Our family was at the bakery 
one recent morning. Everyone got to 

choose one item.
“We can choose anything we want?” 

asked the boy.
“Anything,” I replied.
“I can have one of those?” he said, 

pointing to a sheet cake that had a sign 
indicating you could have the bakery 
decorate it any way you wanted.

“Anything within reason,” I said.
They may pretend that they do not 

know what “within reason” means, but 
they do understand that a sheet cake is 
not “within reason” for a morning trip to 
the bakery.

“Just remember,” I said, “you may not 
eat anything with powdered sugar in the 
car.”

When I was a few years younger than 
the boy, my family went to a theme park. In 
the gift shop, my parents told us we could 
have one thing, within reason. My sister 
chose a stuffed tiger. I chose an alarm 
clock with a character from the theme park 
on the face. I was proud of my practicality.

“Are you sure you won’t want some-
thing you can hold on the airplane?” asked 
my mother.

“I want the alarm clock,” I insisted.
Thirty minutes into the flight home, 

I looked at my sister holding her stuffed 
tiger. “Can I hold him for a few minutes?” 
I inquired.

“No, you chose the clock,” she replied.
“But I don’t have anything to hold,” 

I said, turning to my mother. “Can I hold 
my clock?”

“It’s in the suitcase,” she said. “We 
can’t get to it.”

I started to cry. My mom wished she 
had made me choose a stuffed animal. 
Everyone on the plane wished she had 
made me choose a stuffed animal.

A few years later we went to another 
theme park. I bought two stuffed animals, 
and no alarm clocks. I had something to 
hold on the plane trip home.

In the bakery, the girl chose a glazed 
pastry. The boy pointed to a jelly-filled, 
powdered sugar-coated pastry. “You won’t 
be able to eat that in the car,” I said.

“That’s okay,” he replied, “I can wait 
until we get home.”

I thought back to the theme park and 
the alarm clock. I thought about telling 
him, “Don’t get the powdered sugar pastry. 
It will turn out badly. You will have to watch 
your sister eat her glazed pastry on the way 
home, and you will have to wait.”

I kept my mouth shut. A 20-minute 
ride home would not be an unbearable 
ride for him. It would help him learn the 
lesson I had learned on the plane ride 
home from the theme park. He ordered 
the powdered sugar pastry.

A few minutes into the ride home I 
heard the boy ask the question I had been 
waiting for. “Can I have a bite of yours?” he 
asked his sister.

“No,” she said, “you have your own.”
“You’ll just have to wait,” I said, feel-

ing like I was teaching him an important 
lesson.

“Wait?” he asked. “I ate mine already. 
You said I couldn’t eat it in the car.” 

Making the 
right choice

FAMILY OBSERVATIONS

Robert Koenig 
Plumbing

Serving the Westside since 1980
Reasonable rates / owner operated

Free Estimates
216-970-1372

by KAY LAUGHLIN

Margaret and Joel Cahoon conceived five daughters. 
Mary Emma Cahoon, the tenth child, died when 
just a young girl at the age of 8 from rheumatic 

fever. Lydia, Laura, Martha and Ida grew to womanhood. They 
became school teachers, and at one time, worked together at 
Barkwell School on Broadway Avenue in Cleveland.

They purchased a house on Broadway next to the school 
to prevent traveling during week days. After a week of teaching, 
they would ride the train to their home, Rose Hill, getting off at 
the Cahoon Store, or trolley stop No. 24 on their property, for a 
quiet weekend with church and family. Outside of school, they 
worked every day to benefit others through their religious and 
community endeavors. All the sisters were active in the Com-
modore Perry Chapter of the Daughters of 1812 and the Dover 
Lake Shore Methodist Episcopal Church. None of them married. 
Lydia, Laura and Ida, in this order, died in the same year, 1917.

Lydia Elizabeth Cahoon
Lydia was the Cahoons’ third 

child. She was educated at Mrs. 
Green’s Select School in Dover 
Township and at Miss Linda T. 
Guilford’s Seminary in Cleveland. 
She taught at old South School 
(which became Barkwell) in the 
Cleveland School System. Often 
her classroom had not one Eng-
lish-speaking student. When she 
retired, she interested herself in 
the religious and social life of her 
hometown. At her funeral service, Dr. Luce proclaimed: “Her 
gentleness is greatness; kindness is service, and these words 
define in their truest sense, some of the elements of the char-
acter of this good woman  – gentle as a June Zephyr, kind as the 
hand of Charity and Love itself, modest in her activities, always 
faithful to any duty; she will be remembered while memory 
lasts.” She was a founding member of the Ladies Aid Society at 
the Methodist Episcopal Church. She had a delicate and kindly 
nature. She died of pneumonia in March 1917 at the age of 82.

Laura Ellen Cahoon
Laura was the sixth child. She 

had a bright, pleasant personal-
ity and happy face. Laura taught 
first grade in the Cleveland school 
system for 36 years. She displayed 
an American flag over her class-
room door and taught patriotism. 
“A child’s earliest lesson should 
be in patriotism,” she said. She 
once gave this advice to a young 
teacher: “Never go into the work 
of preparing a child for life simply 

as a means of making a living. Unless you love children and 
love to work with children, your place isn’t with them.” Every 
morning her class would recite:

“Now, before we work today,
We will not forget to pray
To God, who kept us through the night,
And waked us with the morning light.”
Laura died from hernia complications after an operation 

at St. John’s Hospital in June 1917 at the age of 76.

Martha Washington Cahoon
Martha was the seventh child. 

She was born on George Wash-
ington’s birthday, Feb. 22. Martha 
was an artist. Two of her land-
scapes hang in Rose Hill Museum. 
Martha retired early from teach-
ing due to extreme back pain, and 
retired to the family home where 
she cared for her brother, John 
Marshall, and kept house. When 
she became ill with sclerosis, she 
was nursed by her sisters for seven 
months until her death in May 1903 at the age of 59.

Ida Maria Cahoon
Ida was the youngest child 

and the last to die. She was the tall-
est of the sisters. She was afflicted 
with a club foot and droopy eye. 
Ida received her Cleveland teach-
ing certificate in 1871. It quali-
fied her to teach reading, writing, 
orthography, geography, grammar 
and arithmetic. Ida rode a bicycle. 
She enjoyed writing. She wrote: 
“Looking Backwards,” a story 
about her Saturday Reading Club, 
and the “The History of the Cahoon Family.” Ida served on 
the Bay Village Board of Education and held many positions 
in the church. She organized the family reunions, held yearly, 
and was active in planning church anniversaries and being 
secretary. She was respected by her community. Ida died from 
a cerebral hemorrhage in December 1917 at the age of 65.

Will Swanker wrote in his memoirs the following: “We 
owned a cottage on Cahoon Road across from Osborn Road. 
My sister, brother and myself would take our pet duck, in 
our wooden wagon, down to the Cahoon beach for a swim. 
The rule was you needed to stop at the Cahoon house and 
ask permission to use the beach. We stopped and knocked 
on the door to ask permission. All the sisters would come 
out to talk and laugh at our duck. The smallest one would 
take my face in her hands and kiss my face all over. They 
loved children.” 

The Bay Village Cahoon Sisters
SNIPPETS OF BAY VILLAGE HISTORY

Primary vote establishes 
party affiliation
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by KATHY LUENGO

Over 200 guests and sponsors 
attended the sixth annual Ohio 
Rose Selection Celebration 

hosted by Westlake World Partners 
(WWP), a non-profit group formed to 
support the City of Westlake’s Sister Cities 
programming. Its annual fundraiser took 
place on Feb. 13 at the West Side Irish 
American Club.

Westlake World Partners manages 
the Ohio Rose Centre, an affiliate of The 
Rose of Tralee International Festival. 
WWP’s founders saw the opportunity 
to engage with The Festival as a natural 
extension of Westlake’s Sister City 
relationship with the Town of Tralee 
in Ireland. The municipalities became 
Sister Cities or “Twin Towns” (as they are 
referred to in Ireland) in 2009. 

Held each August since 1959, The 
Rose of Tralee International Festival 
fetes young ladies of Irish ancestry who 
embody the potential of modern women 
of Irish lineage worldwide. Following 
her selection, the 2016 Rose of Tralee 
will make numerous public, private and 
media appearances as she represents The 
Festival throughout Ireland and abroad.

In addition to Ohio’s Westlake-

based Rose Centre, there are 68 other 
Rose Centres throughout Ireland and 
worldwide, each of which will name 
their own 2016 Rose. In the spirit of 
friendship and cultural celebration 
amid a backdrop of a vibrant festival, 
all Roses will meet in Tralee, Ireland 
this summer. As the selection process 
continues, the field of Roses will narrow 
to 32 finalists from which one will be 
chosen as the 2016 Rose of Tralee. 

The 2016 Ohio Rose Selection 
attracted a field of nine Rose hopefuls. 
Representing the Westshore were: 
Westlake residents Catherine Byrne 
and Erin Mackin, along with Rocky 
River’s Maureen Rose Ginley and 
Colleen Verhiley. Also participating this 
year were: Siobhan McCarthy (Akron), 
Alexandria Klemens (Canton), Grainne 
Hutchinson (Dublin), and Molly Kathleen 
Petre and Kathleen Rose O’Donnell, both 
of Cincinnati.

After an evening that included 
traditional Irish music, dance, 
presentation of the third Westlake 
World Partners Founders’ Award to Dan 
Coughlin (who served the Ohio Rose 
Centre as its event emcee for its first five 
Rose Selections), and final remarks by 
2015 Ohio Rose Katrina “Kaytee” Szente 

of Bay Village, the judges returned from 
their deliberations and passed the 
results to emcee Sean Lackey. Amid great 
anticipation Sean opened the envelope 
and announced Kathleen Rose O’Donnell 
of Cincinnati as 2016 Ohio Rose.

This year’s judging chair was 1971 
Rose of Tralee Linda McCravy Shubeck 
who was joined by 1988 Kerry Rose 
Rebekah Wall of Tralee, Ireland, and 
John Griffin, director of the Boston-New 
England Rose Centre. Rebekah Wall 
previously assisted with the Tralee end 
of Westlake/Tralee Student Art Exchange 
during Westlake’s 2011 Bicentennial 

Celebration.
Denise McConville, a Tralee native, 

Westlake resident and WWP Board 
member serves as executive director of 
the Ohio Rose Centre.  

Experience has shown that Sister 
City programming not only promotes 
friendships and furthers international 
understanding between cities, but it 
can bring community entities closer 
together. WWP has been engaged with 
local schools and non-profits such as 
the Westlake City Schools, Westlake-
Westshore Arts Council and Westlake 
Historical Society. 

by LYSA STANTON

The Westlake Historical Society 
offers you the opportunity to 
dedicate the flying of the Ameri-

can flag at the Clague House Museum, in 
honor or memory of a special individual 
or group. The flag will be flown for one 
month and is a special way to remember 
someone significant in your life.

Do you have a particular month in 
mind? You may request a specific month 
for the flag to be flown, but please 
remember we only do one per month.

If you would like to request a per-

sonalized certificate to commemorate 
that the flag was flown in honor or 
memory of an individual, family or orga-
nization, please let us know.

To get started, we request a dona-
tion of $25 be sent to The Westlake His-
torical Society, PO Box 45064, Westlake, 
Ohio 44145. 

Payments can be made in the form 
of a check or money order. Checks 
should be made out to The Westlake His-
torical Society. You may also order using 
your credit card on the Donate tab of 
our website at westlakeohiohistory.org. 
Please indicate “Flag” in the memo line, 

as well as the name and month of the 
individual or group you wish to honor.

If you have any questions or would 

like more information, please email us 
at claguemuseum@yahoo.com or call 
216-848-0680. 

Museum provides special way 
to honor a loved one

WESTLAKE HISTORICAL SOCIETY

The American flag flies at the Clague House Museum.
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2016 Ohio Rose named at 
annual fundraiser

by VICTOR RUTKOSKI

The Westlake Kiwanis 
Aktion Club made 
valentines on Jan. 

31 to deliver to a local nurs-
ing home on Valentine’s 
Day. Pat Catan’s in West-
lake provided a room and 
supplies for the valentine-
making project. Everyone 
had a great time and the 
turnout was great with 13 
members, two advisors 
and 13 parents or caregiv-
ers. The valentines were 
delivered to the Lutheran 
Home at Concord Reserve 
in Westlake. 

Aktion Club delivers valentines
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Walking through Huntington Reservation this time of the year 
allows one to see what’s beyond the leaf-covered trees of spring. 
A new, beautiful view in the woods is yours to be discovered!

WINTER OFFERS NEW VIEW OF NATURE
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2016 Ohio Rose Kathleen Rose O’Donnell is in good company with U.S. Marine 
escorts from the 3rd Battalion 25th Marines headquartered in Brook Park.
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Come join us for our

CANDIDATES NIGHT
               

Take this opportunity to meet the candidates, 
learn more about their platforms, and ask questions.

Senate and House, Judges and Local Candidates have been invited.
Open to the public • Light refreshments will be served.

Dates & Times:
North Ridgeville, 38600 Center Ridge Road - Feb. 23 at 7 p.m. in Assisted Living Dining Room

North Olmsted, 4800 Clague Road - Feb. 24 at 7 p.m. in 3rd Floor Community Room
Fairview, 20770 Lorain Road - Mar. 1 at 7 p.m. in South Dining Room

Bay Village, 605 Bradley Road - Mar. 3 at 7 p.m. in Main Lobby
Lakewood, 13900 Detroit Avenue - Mar. 8 at 7 p.m. in Assisted Living Building, 

4th Floor Community Room

For more information 
call (440) 808-5500 or 
visit ONeillHC.com

by JENNIFER HARTZELL

I know this column will reach you all 
a little late, but I’d like to throw it 
out there anyhow. I’m sure plenty of 

you have figured out what, if anything, 
you are giving up for Lent. Today I’d like 
to ask you to add one more thing, and 
that’s disposable cups (i.e. coffee cups, 
etc.) and plastic water bottles. Make a 
commitment to yourself and the planet 
to refuse these items for the rest of Lent. 
It is my hope that by the end, you will 
develop new habits (like bringing your 
own travel coffee mug to the coffee shop 
to have it filled) and using a reusable 
water bottle.

In October last year, Pepsi 
Corporation admitted that Aquafina 
is not purified or spring water, rather 
it is plain tap water from a “public 
water source.” It is expected that many 
other bottled water companies will 
follow suit with this admission. If you 
are concerned about tap water safety, 
consider purchasing a filter, like Brita 
or Soma, and use the filtered water to 
drink at home or take with you in a 

reusable water bottle. Soma 
uses glass to contain filtered 
water rather than plastic, 
and Soma as a company is 
committed to sustainability 
in terms of packaging and 
office practices.

When you bring your 
own travel coffee mug to 
Starbucks or Erie Island 
Coffee, you will get a $0.10 
discount on the drink of 
your choice. If you bring 
your own mug into Panera 
or Mojo’s, you will get a 
$0.30 discount on regular 
coffee! The price to fill your 
own at Panera in Westlake is 
$1.59 as opposed to $1.89, 
and at Mojo’s in Bay it is 
$1.50 compared to $1.80. 
Bringing your own mug is 
good for your wallet AND 
the planet!

Turn off the lights on March 19
On Saturday, March 19, the Bay 

Village Green Team and I hope you 
will consider joining millions of people 
around the world in celebrating “Earth 
Hour.” Earth Hour is easy to participate 
in: All you have to do is switch off non-
essential lights (including televisions and 
other unnecessary electrical appliances) 
in your home between 8:30 p.m. and 9:30 
p.m. as symbol of your commitment to 
the planet. It is a good reminder that 

each of us has the ability to make a 
difference for the environment.  

World Wildlife Fund, which 
launched Earth Hour in 2007, claims 
that the event has grown to become 
the largest grassroots environmental 
movement, with 172 countries 
participating. WWF estimated that last 
year more than 10,000 of the world’s 
most iconic landmarks went dark for 
the hour. It has even been observed 
in Antarctica and on the International 
Space Station.

Earth Hour offers a guide about how 

to participate on its website, earthhour.
org. Please talk to your family, friends, 
and neighbors about participating too! 
Also, a great idea to spread the word is to 
post on social media like Facebook and 
Twitter that you are participating. The 
more people that get involved, the bigger 
impact we can have collectively on the 
environment. To encourage Bay Village 
residents to participate, Bay Village City 
Hall will be posting about Earth Hour on 
their electronic board on March 17, 18 
and 19. We hope everyone has fun with 
this event! 

Going green in 
February and 
March

THE GREEN REPORT

The Colosseum in Rome is one of thousands of global landmarks that have turned off 
the lights during Earth Hour. This year’s observance is Saturday, March 19, 8:30-9:30 p.m. 
local time.

by LWV OBSERVER SALLY EBLING 
(Rocky River Chapter)

This report is not an official statement 
of the League of Women Voters. Mayor 
Bobst’s office prepares official minutes.

Present: Mayors Bobst (Rocky 
River), Clough (Westlake), Summers 
(Lakewood), and Sutherland (Bay 
Village). Mayors Patton (Fairview Park) 
and Kennedy (North Olmsted) were 
absent. Fiscal Officer Renee Mahoney, 

County Council Representative David 
Greenspan, and a fire department 
representative also attended.

Topics discussed were proposed RTA 
service cuts and fare increases although 
ridership is up. A meeting is planned for 
Feb. 23 to discuss consolidating fire ser-
vices in WCOG. It was mentioned that 
ambulances now in use provide many 
more services and capabilities than in 
the past.

Mayor Summers provided updates 
on the situation with Lakewood Hospital. 

Patient services are limited to Outpatient. 
Inpatient services ended Feb. 5. Jobs in 
other Cleveland Clinic facilities were 
offered to 845 employees.

Energy efficiencies are being 
explored with homeowner associations, 
including wastewater management.

November and December finan-
cials were presented, moved, and 
accepted.

It was mentioned that Whole Foods 
is making food available to communities 
to provide to needy residents. 

West Shore Council of Governments 
(WCOG) meeting, Feb. 10, 2016

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS
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by ELAINE WILLIS

Wednesday, Feb. 17 (6:30- 
8:30 p.m.) WRITING WITH A 
FLOURISH: THE ART OF CAL-
LIGRAPHY – Modern calligra-
phy is often found in wedding 
and event invitations, graphic 
design, memorial documents, 
and even film and television. 
Learn a brief history of the art 
from Jim Williams of the West-
ern Reserve Calligraphers, and 
practice learning basic lettering 
techniques. Previous experience 
is not required and materials 
will be provided. Please register.

Wednesday, Feb. 17 (7-8:45 
p.m.) CUYAHOGA WEST 
GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY

Thursday, Feb. 18 (noon-
1:30 p.m.) SMALL BUSINE$$ 
LUNCH & LEARN: IS MARKET-
ING NECESSARY FOR YOUR 
BUSINESS? – Learn how to do 
market research, decide what 
approach to marketing is best 
for your Feb., and how to devel-
op and execute your plan. Bring 
your lunch; coffee is provided. 
Please register.

Thursday, Feb. 18 (2-3 p.m.) 
TRAVEL CLUB – Join us for 
travel planning tips/sources 
and destination suggestions. 
Let’s share our best travel expe-
riences with others. This month: 
A Scotland travelogue!

Thursday, Feb. 18 (Com-
bined Basic/Advanced Ses-
sion: 6:30 p.m.) and Friday, 
Feb. 19 (Basic: 9:30 a.m., 
Advanced: 11 a.m.) TEACH 
ME TO PLAY – For children 3-6 
years old who need help with 
communication and social 
skills. Join us for a play-based 
program designed to model 
and teach families strategies 
to improve their child’s social 

interactions, facilitate commu-
nication, and manage behavior 
in a positive way. Led by an early 
intervention specialist in behav-
ior from the Cuyahoga County 
Board of Developmental Dis-
abilities. Register at connecting-
forkids.org/handsontraining.

Thursday, Feb. 18 (7–8:30 
p.m.) GOOGLE’S PICASA 2 – 
In this class we will learn how 
to import and edit photos in 
Picasa. We will also learn how 
to share digital photos on Picasa 
Web Albums. Prerequisite: 
Gmail account. Please register.

Friday, Feb. 19 (4-5:30 p.m.) 
WEIRDER SCIENCE: IT’S 
ELEMENTARY! – Learn science 
while having fun! Our interac-
tive after-school science pro-
gram for middle school students 
teaches fundamental principles 
in an entertaining format. This 
month we’ll explore the periodic 
table and elements! Grades 5-6. 
Please register.

Saturday, Feb. 20 (10 a.m.-1 
p.m.) SAT PRACTICE EXAM 
– Get ready for test time with 
a practice exam. Study skills 
will be discussed and detailed 
results will be returned to stu-
dents at the results session on 
Feb. 27. Bring two #2 pencils and 
a calculator. Please register.

Saturday, Feb. 20 (2-4 p.m.) 
CARRY-OUT CRAFTS – Stop in 
to create our featured craft. We 
have all the supplies you’ll need 
to create something fantastic!

Saturday, Feb. 20 (3-5 p.m.) 
MAD 4 MANGA – Each month 
we watch a different Anime 
series and talk about our favor-
ite Manga. Sometimes we even 
throw in some crafts, trivia or 
Japanese treats! Grades 7-12.

Sunday, Feb. 21 (2-3 p.m.) 

DIY GAMES – Make some travel 
games to take on your next trip. 
You can customize your own tic-
tac-toe and checkers game. Ages 
9-11. Please register.

Monday, Feb. 22 (1-7 p.m.) 
AMERICAN RED CROSS 
BLOODMOBILE

Mondays, Feb. 22 and 29 
(3:30-5:30 p.m.) TEEN 
LOUNGE – Need a place to hang 
out after school? Come to the 
Teen Lounge! We’ve got comput-
ers, video games, board games, 
snacks and more! Grades 7-12.

Tuesday, Feb. 23 (9:30-10 
a.m.) STORIES AND SIGNS – 
Enjoy an interactive storytime 
while learning a few words in 
sign language! Ages 0-3 with 
caregiver, siblings welcome.

Tuesday, Feb. 23 (10 a.m.-
noon) CAREER TRANSITION 
CENTER: RESULTS-ORIENT-
ED RESUMES – Competition 
is tough and employers are 
swamped with resumes for each 
position they post. Learn what 
will catch their attention and 
make them want to interview 
you.

Tuesday, Feb. 23 (7-8:30 
p.m.) FINDING SCHOLAR-
SHIPS FOR COLLEGE OR 
GRADUATE SCHOOL – Learn 
about financial aid resources 
from Foundation Center and 
College Now in this free class. 
Come learn how to research 
private scholarships and hear 
about available scholarship 
opportunities for Cleveland-
area students. Please register.

Wednesday, Feb. 24 (10:15 
& 11 a.m.) LET’S SING AND 
DANCE! – Sing and move to the 
music with Miss Nancy! For chil-
dren ages 2-6 with a caregiver. 
Please arrive early to receive a 

ticket.

Wednesday, Feb. 24 (2 p.m.) 
WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON 
BOOK DISCUSSION – The Feb-
ruary selection is “The Orphan 
Train” by Christina Baker Kline.

Thursday, Feb. 25 (10:30-11:30 
a.m.) SENSATION STATIONS – 
Drop in for sensory fun! Engage 
your child’s senses by scooping, 
pouring and sorting a variety 
of materials. This session is 
specifically for children with 
special needs (ages 3-6) and 
their typical peers.

Thursday, Feb. 25 (7–8:30 
p.m.) SHARING PHOTOS ON 
FACEBOOK – Learn how to 
upload your digital photos onto 
Facebook, “tag” your friends 
and share them in albums! Pre-
requisite: Facebook account. 
Please register.

Thursday, Feb. 25 (7-8:45 
p.m.) WESTLAKE HISTORI-
CAL SOCIETY

Friday, Feb. 26 (10 a.m.-noon) 
FIBER FANATICS – A time for 
needlecrafters to share, solve 
problems and show off.

Friday, Feb. 26 (10:30-11:15 
a.m.) SENSORY STORYTIME 
– Features an adapted storytime 
for children with special needs 
and their caregivers. Siblings 
are welcome. Includes time for 
social play. Content is geared to 
ages 3-7. Please register.

Friday, Feb. 26 (4-4:45 
p.m.) FUN SCIENCE FRIDAY 
– Explore the wonders of our 
world in a curious, caring and 
creative setting. This month, 
we’ll explore how the earth is 
like a big magnet. Discoveries 
will be made through hands-on 
experiments, active participa-
tion and a simple take-home 

project. Ages 4-6. Registration 
begins Feb. 19.

Saturday, Feb. 27 (2-3 p.m.) 
BRICK BUILDERS CLUB – Bring 
your ideas and imagination to 
the club! Ages 3-12. Lego and 
Duplo bricks provided.

Sunday, Feb. 28 (2-3:30 p.m.) 
BOREDOM BUSTERS! – Are 
you bored? Drop by the Story-
time Room and join in the fun! 
We will have different activities 
available each month. All ages 
welcome! Children under age 
9 must be accompanied by an 
adult.

Sunday, Feb. 28 (2-3 p.m.) 
FREDERIC & GEORGE: A 
MUSICAL PORTRAIT – Word-
Stage Literary Concerts pres-
ents the dynamic relationship 
between Frederic Chopin and 
George Sand through a reading 
of select letters they exchanged. 
Some of Chopin’s most memo-
rable music for the piano under-
scores the text. Please register.

Monday, Feb. 29 (6:30-7:15 
p.m.) LEAPIN’ LEAP YEAR 
CELEBRATION – Celebrate 
Leap Year with stories, games, 
activities and a craft with a 
Leapin’ Theme! Grades K-2. 
Registration begins Feb. 22.

Monday, Feb. 29 (6:30-8 
p.m.) TEST PREP AND FINAN-
CIAL PLANNING SEMINAR – 
A seminar full of information 
about both preparing for the 
ACT or SAT as well as useful 
information about financial aid 
and how to minimize college 
cost. It’s sure to be useful to both 
parents and students! Registra-
tion begins Feb. 22.

To register for any of the pro-
grams, visit westlakelibrary.
evanced.info or call 440-871-
2600. 

WESTLAKE PORTER PUBLIC LIBRARY

Upcoming events at Westlake Porter Public Library

by TAK SATO

My wife recently had lunch with 
a staffer from Cleveland’s 
Department of Aging at Ticket 

to Tokyo, a lunch-only eatery on Public 
Square that I discovered three decades 
ago when I was a homesick student fresh 
off the trans-Pacific flight to attend CSU. 
Of the many things they discussed over 
tempura and rice, digital illiteracy of 
some seniors was a hot topic of discus-
sion. She learned that some seniors 
didn’t understand how Wi-Fi and tablet 
usage went hand-in-hand.

As an advocate for seniors to 
embrace the digital world, demystifying 
Wi-Fi seemed like a great topic for this 
issue. And rather than going over techni-
cal jargon related to Wi-Fi, we will go over 
the more popularized usage of the term 
“Wi-Fi” instead.

For many readers born in Genera-
tion X and later, it may be easy to deduce 
that “Wi” stands for “wireless.” It’s much 
trickier to figure out what “Fi” stands for 
… because it actually doesn’t stand for 
anything! When Wi-Fi was coined, it was 
a play on the term “Hi-Fi” and didn’t have 
significance in meaning.

One can think of the internet line 
coming into your house as just another 
public utility line such as electricity, 
water, telephone or natural gas. Electric-
ity, for example, comes into your home 
and travels through the web of electrical 
wires to power your lights around the 
house.

On a similar token, you can connect 
a traditional desktop or laptop computer 
via a wire to a device called a “modem” 
which is also connected to the internet 
line that is running into your house. 
Modems are akin to the water main shut-

off bulbs that sit between the house and 
the city water line.

Connecting a traditional computer 
via a wire means you don’t have 
mobility, as you are tethered to a room. 
Wi-Fi unshackles you by giving you the 
option to replace that wired modem 
connection and instead use the built-in 
Wi-Fi antenna to make the connection to 
the modem. Once that Wi-Fi connection 
is made, the digital world is 
yours to explore.

My readers know that I 
recommend Power of One 
devices, such as tablets and 
smartphones, over traditional 
computers because they are 
intuitive to use, requiring 
only one finger to operate 
through touchscreen of the 
device.

Unlike  tradit ional 
computers that give you the 
option to connect to the 
modem either by wire or 
Wi-Fi, Power of One devices 
rely solely on Wi-Fi as they do 

not come with a jack to connect a wire. 
So the rule of thumb is that Power of One 
devices need available Wi-Fi connection 
to be useful.

Reading wbvobserver.com on 
your tablet while sipping hot cocoa – 
all the while connected to your Wi-Fi 
at home or free Wi-Fi offered at many 
establishments – isn’t a bad way to spend 
a frigid Cleveland weekend! 

Taking the ‘why’ out of Wi-Fi
THE DIGITAL WORLD

The Necklace
by BRUCE LEIGH, Bay Village

A beautiful broach with a teardrop attached
at the bottom,

But it’s not a teardrop.

It’s a love drop coming right from my heart,

Sweet, gentle, and loving.

As smooth as your sweet touch,

Showing your warmth of spirit, my dear.

POETRY
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27100 Knickerbocker Road, Bay Village   |   (440) 871-3234   |   KnickerbockerApartments.us

 62 & Older
 Pet Friendly
 Efficiencies & 1 Bedrooms
 Senior Transportation Available
 Independent Living
 Resident Activities
 Affordable Shopping Nearby
 On-Site Eliza Jennings Health Clinic

24 Hour Emergency Service     Live-In Manager

Rent Includes: All Utilities & Senior Cable

by EILEEN VERNON

The Bay Village Foundation 
received three big boosts to the 
fundraising effort to remodel the 

Play in Bay playground. At last week’s 
quarterly meeting of the Foundation, 
George McDonald presented a check for 
$4,500 from the Bay Village Kiwanis. At 
the same time, Bay High Key Club presi-
dent Jared Chudzinski presented a check 
for $2,000. These two gifts prompted BVF 
President Al Paulus to say, “I am so excit-
ed about how the Bay Village community 
has embraced the Play in Bay refurbish-
ment and enhancement project. We have 
received donations from over 300 indi-
viduals and businesses.”

The following Saturday, Feb. 6,  The 
Bay Village Foundation brought the first 
Winterfest to Play in Bay. Trustees Sarah 
Urbansic and Mindy Stroh chaired the 
event. Over $3,000 was raised and the kids 

had a great time. Said BVF Vice President 
Rich Veres, “It was a great day! We had 
beautiful weather, terrific effort and an 
awesome, enthusiastic crowd of children, 
parents and grandparents. There was a 
nice showing of adult volunteers and an 
excellent group of volunteers from the 
Bay High School Key Club.”

Kiddie Kollege opened its door and 
helped plan the activities. “We were 
incredibly pleased with the turn out and 
support from our community. What a 
wonderful day it was for Play in Bay!” said 
co-chair Mindy Stroh. The trustees were so 
happy with the results that they are going 
to offer Springfest on May 7 at Play in Bay.

We have also received donations 
from Friends of the Bay Village Library 
and the Garden Club; we are hoping that 
more clubs will get on board to support 
this project. If you want to invite a speaker 
to describe the project, call the writer at 
the number below.

This event and these donations gave 
a nice boost to the current fundraising 
campaign. We’ve raised over $60,000 and 
have pledges of $15,000 more to upgrade 
and refurbish the Play in Bay wooden 
structure at a cost of $98,000. President 
Paulus added, “With the tremendous 
momentum we have, I think it is possible 
that we will be able to complete the 

project this spring. I strongly encourage 
those who have not yet had a chance to 
contribute to help us get over the finish 
line by making a contribution to the Play 
in Bay project.”

To contribute, mail a check to the Bay 
Village Foundation at P.O. Box 40122, Bay 
Village, OH 44140. To schedule a speaker, 
call Eileen Vernon at 440-835-2243. 

The Feb. 6 Winterfest event at Play in Bay raised more than $3,000 to help 
refurbish the wooden playground.
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Big boost to Play in Bay campaign

by LESLIE SELIG

The winner of the Bay Village senior 
center’s eighth annual Soup Cook-
off fundraiser was Brookdale 

Westlake Village, with a delicious 
pumpkin, apple and 
bacon soup. Towne 
Center Community 
Campus took 
second and third 
place with their 
wonderful lobster 
bisque and potato 
soup, respectively.

O v e r  2 0 0 
people enjoyed 
the soups of 10 
different senior 
facilities, including 
Brighton Gardens, 
Devon Oaks, the 
K n i c k e r b o c k e r 
A p a r t m e n t s , 
I n d e p e n d e n c e 
Village, Normandy 

Care Center, Our House, Village of the 
Falls and St. Mary of the Woods. 

The real winner was the Dwyer 
Memorial Senior Center, as this event 
raised $1,200 to support programming 
at the center. 

Westlake facility wins soup cook-off
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Bay Village Community Services Director Leslie 
Selig presents the first-place award to Dining 
Service Director Jason Ramsey of Brookdale 
Westlake Village.

BAY VILLAGE COMMUNITY SERVICES

by JESSICA STOCKDALE

One of Cleveland’s own will be returning to Ohio 
this March. In the early ‘90s, artist Paul Beel 
traveled to Italy for a full scholarship at Studio 

Art Centers International in Florence. And after receiving 
his MFA degree in painting from Bowling Green State 
University, he returned to Florence to paint and teach. 
Since then, he’s put down roots overseas, having become 
a dual citizen of the USA and Italy.

Beel’s portraiture work has won numerous awards 
and accolades. After having studied the human face for 
so long, he’s curated keen insights on why he’s so drawn 
to that niche. “Portraiture appeals to me more than other 
subjects because we react to a human face in a way we 
react to nothing else. When we are young, the first thing 
we learn about seeing is that those two spots in front 
of our face are eyes, and from there we learn how to 

read all sorts of feelings 
and thought in a face. 
It is about connecting 
to another person, and 
portraiture is also a great 
challenge.”

And a challenge it is, 
for Beel actively works to 
show the life in a person’s 
face.

“It is partly from 
living in the age of 
photography ... pictures 
of people smiling, it feels 
to me like so much life has 
been left out. When I am 
painting people, particularly from life, I am not looking 
to ‘freeze a moment’ like photos do, I am looking for a 
longer view of their lives. And if that view doesn’t include 
some tragedy, sadness, loss ... it doesn’t seem complete.”

As a visiting artist that Cleveland is lucky to have 
access to, BAYarts is hosting Beel as he teaches a two-day 
portrait painting workshop on Saturday, March 12, and 
Sunday, March 13. The cost for the workshop is $200; 

more information is 
available at bayarts.net, 
under the Classes tab.

When asked about 
important lessons he’s 
learned and likes to 
impart to his students, 
two things stand out. 
“The most important 
lesson is to catch fire 
with making art, to allow 
yourself to become 
somewhat obsessed 
with it.” As Beel 
continues to strive in 
his quest, he encourages 

others to never stop reaching for the same.
Beel’s second lesson comes from a former teacher. 

“I’ve studied under Jules Maidoff, a really great painter 
and pretty tough teacher. He passed this idea to me, 
that if every bit of a painting, every brushmark, doesn’t 
serve your content, then it’s not art. It’s an ideal that you 
probably will never reach, but the quest for it makes all 
the difference.” 

International artist Paul 
Beel to visit BAYarts

Portraiture artist Paul Beel will visit BAYarts for a 
painting workshop in March.

PLEASE PROOFREAD CAREFULLY Westlake | Bay Village Observer cannot be responsible for typographical and other 
errors that may appear after approval by the client.

Ad artwork ©2015 Westlake | Bay Village Observer. 

Kathie Craig and Scott Mizen
Call “The Home Team” for exceptional service
List your Bay Village or Westlake home with us and we will market 
your home in the Observer, in addition to our aggressive marketing 
plan! Call or email to schedule your complimentary consultation.

Full Time, Full Service Realtors®

440-213-5117  2055 Crocker Road, Westlake
Visit us at: www.KathieCraig.com
E-mail: KathieCraig@howardhanna.com
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.Looking for quality, affordable dental care?

David J. LaSalvia, DDS, Inc.
General Dentist Providing Family 

& Cosmetic Services
440-871-8588 

26600 Detroit Road, Westlake • www.drdavecares.com

Free...Your Choice! 
Professional Whitening 
or $50 Gift Certificate 
to Giant eagle with new 
patient exam and x-rays

Kids, Teens
& Emergencies 

Welcome!

by JEAN SMITH

The Westlake Garden Club 
celebrated the holidays of 
2015 with a delicious lunch at 

Westwood Country Club in December 
with holiday music provided by Emily 
Rose. At that lunch, new officers for 2016 
were installed.

This is the first time in four years the 
gavel has been passed to a new president. 
A big thank you to outgoing president 
Regina McCarthy, whose innovations 
took the club in new directions over the 
past four years. 

The new officers are: Marsha 
McEntee, president; Jean Smith, 1st VP; 
Shirley Lutts, 2nd VP; Marie McCarthy, 
treasurer; Kathy Shimko and Brian 
Thompson, recording secretaries; 
and Regina McCarthy, corresponding 
secretary. 

At the first meeting of the new 
board, there was some discussion about 
the future direction and priorities of the 
club, fundraising and membership. The 
board will convene for a special meeting 

later this month to 
discuss at length these 
issues and the future 
of the club’s highly 
successful annual 
fundraiser luncheon.

Several minor 
changes will be visible 
right away. The club 
decided not to meet in 
January and February 
and there are no 
formal meetings 
scheduled for July 
and August. In July, 
the club will host two 
“mini” garden tours 
for members only and a bus trip that will 
be open to the public is being considered 
for August.  Last year the club decided to 
change from an evening pot luck dinner 
in October, to an evening picnic and plant 
exchange in June. The change was met 
with much success and will be continued 
this year. 

The program schedule for this year 
is almost complete with interesting and 

educational programs on everything from 
geese control to a new style of cooking 
with herbs, and the importance of 
wildflowers in the Metroparks to having 
a national park in our backyard, and we 
will learn about the cultivation of history 
at Lakeview Cemetery – we hope a little 
something for everyone. 

To learn more about the Westlake 
Garden Club, visit our website at 
westlakegardenclub.org or come to one of 

our meetings. Meetings are held the third 
Wednesday of each month at Westlake 
Porter Public Library. Business meeting 
starts at 11 a.m. with lunch at noon and 
the program at 1 p.m. 

March’s program is “Ohio Geese 
Control; Creating a Healthier and 
Happier Environment for Ohio Residents 
and Canada Geese.” Watch for more 
information on this program in the next 
issue of the Observer. 

New officers and new direction for Westlake Garden Club

The Westlake Garden Club recently installed new officers, from left: Marsha McEntee, Jean 
Smith, Shirley Lutts, Marie McCarthy, Kathy Shimko, Brian Thompson and Regina McCarthy.

by LORILYNN WOLF

Connecting for Kids will 
honor two Westlake 
residents who have 

helped fulfill the organization’s 
mission to provide education 
and support for area families 
with questions or concerns 
about their child at its annual 
fundraiser on Feb. 26. The 
event will be held at Ahern 
Catering & Banquet Center in 
Avon Lake. The honorees are 
Amy Lee, Ph.D., professional 
of the year, and Andrew 
Mangels, board member of 
the year.

“Last year was the 
first time we presented 
these awards and now we 
are making it an annual 
tradition to honor those 
who have made a difference 
in the lives of area families 
and their children with 

special needs,” said Sarah 
Rintamaki, executive director 
of Connecting for Kids. “Each 
person has been selected 
because he or she has made 
a unique contribution to our 
community.”

A s  a  p e d i a t r i c 
psychologist at the Cleveland 
Clinic Children’s Hospital, 
Dr. Amy Lee is an enormous 
support to area families that 
have children who struggle. 
She has great wisdom and 
insight into the underlying 
causes of children’s behavior 
and works with her patients 
to help them reach their full 
potential. Dr. Lee also is a 
strong advocate for children 
with special needs in the local 
community. 

A n d re w  M a n g e l s , 
director of Westlake Porter 
Public Library, has been 
a catalyst for Connecting 

for Kids’  phenomenal 
growth. His willingness to 
support the organization 
from its inception has been 
critical. He spent hours 
working with Connecting 
for Kids to locate program 
funding sources. Mangels 
has provided his expertise 
to Connecting for Kids’ 
strategic planning process, 
organizational structure, 
budgeting and volunteer 
recognition programs. 
He is a tireless promoter, 
not only advocating for 
Connecting for  Kids’ 
programs at the Westlake 
Porter Public Library, 
but also helping the 
organization connect with 
other nonprofits.

Tickets  for  the 
Connecting for Kids annual 
fundraiser are $65 per person 
which includes dinner, 
cocktails and dessert. For more 
information or to reserve a 
ticket, visit connectingforkids.
org/2016fundraiser, email 
info@connectingforkids.org 
or call 440-250-5563. 

by STACY WINDAHL

Young Life, an international 
outreach to middle, high 
school and college-age 

students, is celebrating 75 years 
of impacting kids’ lives. Begun 
in 1941 in Gainesville, Texas, 
Young Life arrived in Cleveland’s 
Westshore communities in 1970 
at the invitation of area churches 
and adults who loved kids and 
wanted each one to have a chance 
to consider the Christian faith in 
terms they could understand.

Young Life Cleveland invites 
area adults to join in the celebration 
of this milestone birthday at our 
annual fundraising banquet on 
Sunday, March 13, 5-8 p.m., at the 
Emerald Event Center in Avon.

Any adult interested in 
celebrating, supporting, or learning 
more about Young Life is welcome 
to attend. There is no cost for 
admission and you can reserve 

your place by contacting Andy 
Reid at 440-808-9888 or online at 
clevelandwestshore.younglife.org.

The Young Life banquet 
is a wonderful way to enjoy a 
silent auction, excellent food, 
entertainment and to learn how 
you can support this organization 
that has made an impact on 
students in the Cleveland area 
for 46 years. Erik Hoffman will 
be speaking at the banquet. As a 
developer of Young Life all over 
Ohio, he has seen new ministries 
start in remote communities 
because of flagship programs like 
ours. Students, leaders and staff 
will all be on hand to share their 
experience.

Maybe you were involved 
with Young Life as a teen and 
experienced the feeling that Young 
Life was made just for you. It still 
is. Re-connect with Young Life 
or learn more at the banquet on 
March 13. 

Connecting for Kids honors 
Westlake residents

Young Life to host 75th 
birthday fundraising banquet
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by TARA MCGUINNESS

Ghoulardi, Barnaby, Dorothy 
Fuldheim, Jungle Larry – if these 
names bring back fond memo-

ries, you’ll want to join us as at the Bay 
Village branch library when authors 
Mike and Janice Olszewski discuss and 
sign their book, “Cleveland TV Tales,” on 
Monday, Feb. 22, at 7 p.m. Talk a walk 
back in time and relive the days of clas-
sic local television. The authors will have 
books for sale after the event.

CHILDREN’S DEPARTMENT

STORYTIMES: Caregivers and their chil-
dren are invited to enjoy rhymes, songs, 
fingerplays, books and stories together. 
No registration is required.

• Mondays (10 a.m.) TODDLER STO-
RYTIME – ages 19-35 months.

• Tuesdays (10 a.m.) TODDLER STO-
RYTIME – ages 19-35 months.

• Tuesdays (6:45 p.m.) FAMILY STO-
RYTIME – for all ages

• Wednesdays (10 a.m.) BABY AND 
ME STORYTIME – ages birth-18 
months

• Thursdays (10 a.m.) PRESCHOOL 
STORYTIME – ages 3-5 (not yet in kin-
dergarten)

• Thursdays (6:45 p.m.) SENSORY 
STORYTIME - Geared for children who 
are developmentally at the preschool 
level and specifically designed for 
children with special needs and their 
families. The program incorporates a 
scheduled board, double visuals and 
sensory opportunities for participants 
as well as socialization time following 
the program.

• Fridays (10 a.m.) FAMILY STORY-
TIME - for all ages

Thursday, Feb. 18 (4 p.m.) COOK-
IES AND BOOKS – Children in Grades 
3-4 are invited to join us to discuss this 
month’s title, “George Washington’s Spy” 
by Elvira Woodruff. Copies of the book 
will be available one month before the 
discussion. A parent/guardian must sign 
a release form before the program.

Friday, Feb. 19 (5:30 p.m.) SHOW 
YOUR COLORS ART EXHIBIT ENTRY 
DEADLINE – Fifth- to eighth-graders 
can submit one piece of original artwork 
at the Bay Village Branch Library’s Art 
Exhibit. Please submit a ready to hang or 
display (if three-dimensional) piece of art 
with an entry form by 5:30 p.m.

Saturday, Feb. 20 (2 p.m.) WE’LL 
MAKE IT UP AS WE GO ALONG – Let’s 
tell a story together; there’s no telling 

where it might take us. Anything could 
happen in this program of improvisa-
tional storytelling with storyteller Jennifer 
Johnson. A one-of-a-kind entertainment 
experience for the whole family.

Monday, Feb. 29 (7 p.m.) LEAP DAY 
– Grades K-4: Leap into reading on this 
unique day, which only comes around 
every four years, with stories, games and 
crafts. Registration required.

Wednesday, March 2 (7 p.m.) HAPPY 
BIRTHDAY DR. SEUSS – It will be a Seus-
sapalooza! We will celebrate with stories, 
silly games and a craft.!

TEEN DEPARTMENT

Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays (3 
p.m.) TEEN ZONE – Students in grades 
5 and up can stop in to enjoy fun apps, 
book discussions, video games, commu-
nity service, challenges and more!

Thursday, Feb. 18 (3 p.m.) TWEEN 
BOOK DISCUSSION – Join us as we 
discuss the book “Sure Signs of Crazy” 
with author Karen Harrington via Skype! 
For grades 5-8.

Wednesday, Feb. 24 (3 p.m.) MASKS 
WITH WENDY MAHON – Grades 5-8: 
Learn to make beautiful, ceremonial 
masks from various cultures using a 
variety of materials and techniques. Have 
fun incorporating geometric shapes and 
applying concepts of two- and three-
dimensional design in your own creation.

Thursday, Feb. 25 (3 p.m.) TEEN 
CODING CLUB – Grades 5-8: Want to 
crack into computer programming? 
Each session we’ll explore different tools 

to create web pages, make video games, 
program robots and more. Bring an email 
account (for which you know the pass-
word), and make sure to bring a flash 
drive to save your work.

ADULT DEPARTMENT

Monday, Feb. 22 (7 p.m.) CLEVELAND 
TV TALES – Authors Mike and Janice 
Olszewski present behind-the-screen sto-
ries of local TV from their book. A book sale 
and signing will follow the presentation.

Wednesday, Feb. 24 (7 p.m.) TRAVEL 
AFFORDABLY – Join Joe Daugirdas as he 
shares how to travel affordably, including 
how to find inexpensive 7-day cruises. 
He’ll show how to find the best deals 
on flights, rental cars, hotels, buses and 
trains. Plus, learn how to get the best 
deals at your destination including saving 
with restaurants, entertainment, recre-
ation and more.

Monday, March 7 (7 p.m.) CLEVELAND 
POLICE MUSEUM: THE ELIOT NESS 
YEARS – Rebecca McFarland, interna-
tionally recognized expert on the life and 
times of Eliot Ness, will join us to present 
a comprehensive picture of Ness during 
his Cleveland years. He came to Cleve-
land in 1935 as safety director to clean up 
rampant police corruption. He formed 
“The Untouchables” group and set about 
greatly reducing crime and corruption in 
the seven years he held the office.

Please register to attend the programs 
at cuyahogalibrary.org, call us at 440-
871-6392, or stop in to the library at 
502 Cahoon Road and register with a 
librarian. 

by JEFF BING

Good afternoon, Mr. ...uh… 
let’s see here … ah, yes, Mr. Bing! 
And how might we be of help to 
you today?

I think I’m delusional, Doc.
Hey, you’re the guy who writes 

that column for the Observer, 
right?

Yeah, so?
Then I can confirm that you 

are indeed delusional, sir.
Ha. So how come you’re prac-

ticing medicine when stand-up is 
obviously your calling?

It puts my patients at ease 
when I inject a little levity into the 
office visit.

Why don’t you save that for 
when you hand me the bill?

Touché, Mr. Bing. I’ll make 
sure it lives up to your expecta-
tions. So, you think you’re delu-
sional? Why do you say that?

I think the Indians are going 
to the World Series this year.

Oh, I see. This is indeed seri-
ous. Have you attempted to seek 
help from anyone prior to seeing 
me?

Well, I almost called 9-1-1 last 
week.

So why didn’t you?
I forgot the number.
Uh-huh. So how long have 

you considered yourself to be delu-
sional?

Since December, Doc.
December of last year?
More like December of 1965.
Wow! 1965?
Yeah. I even had a little party 

recently to commemorate my 
golden anniversary of delusion-
ness.

Let me see if I’ve got this 
straight. You actually celebrated 
half a century of irrational think-
ing?

Well, sure, if you insist upon 
spinning it that way.

Maybe we should start at the 
beginning.

I’m not sure when it all 
began, Doc.

I see. Well then, tell me why 
the year 1965 is so important to 
you.

See, the Browns were NFL 
Champions in 1964, and when 
they didn’t win the championship 
again in 1965, it made me aware 
of the possibility that Cleveland 
might not celebrate champion-
ships every year.

Every year?
Yeah. Annually, too.
Interesting. Well, Mr. Bing, I 

think the obvious answer is that 
you need to get your validation 
elsewhere.

You mean you won’t stamp 
my ticket for the parking garage?

No, Mr. Bing, I’m afraid I’m 
talking about a different kind of 
validation.

Then who’s going to stamp 
my ticket?

Let’s try to stay focused, please. 
What I’m trying to say is that you’re 
putting too much emphasis on 
sports to achieve happiness. Your 
expectations are such that you are 
depending on external factors to 
make you happy. Do you under-
stand what I’m trying to tell you?

Well, to be completely 
honest, Doc, you sort of lost me 
right after the “stay focused” part. 
Can you put that in simpler terms 
for me?

I’m a trained psychologist, 
Mr. Bing, not Dr. Seuss. Here, let 
me write you a prescription. This 
should help you in the immediate 
future.

Thanks, Doc. Hey! All this 
so-called prescription says is, “Go 
Tribe!” What’s up with that?

I’ve been an Indians season 
ticket holder for 20 years, Mr. Bing. 
I’m being treated for those same 
delusions myself. Maybe I’ll run 
into you at the opener. Until then, 
all I can recommend you do is to 
repeat after me …

Go Tribe! 

Start the antibiotic drip, Doc:  
It’s Indians fever

SPORTING VIEWS

Upcoming programs                            
at the Bay Village Branch Library

BAY VILLAGE BRANCH LIBRARY

I love Bay Village because I think we are a community of 
really good, kind people. 

Recently, I read a story online about a Bay Village school 
bus driver who found something that a student had left 
behind. He dropped the item off at the student’s house, on 
his way home. Where else would you find a bus driver that 
would do this? It made me think about how lucky we are to 
live in such a nice community.

I will give you some examples of extraordinary people who 
make living in Bay Village exceptional. Dave, the Walgreens 
pharmacist, has to be the nicest pharmacist in the world.   The 
ladies at Williamsburg Cleaners are always friendly when you 
drive up to their window. Everyone is nice at Heinen’s, from 
Kitty behind the customer service desk, to the butchers and 
cashiers, to the young men who put the groceries in your car. 

Recently, I visited a local bank and Bay Village Fire Chief 
Chris Lyons walked in. He smiled and introduced himself to 
my son. He invited him to visit the station sometime. He was 
exceptionally friendly and kind to us. Coffee shops, barber-
shops, banks, the city’s service garage (operations supervisor 
Don Landers: the best), they all come with really nice, friendly 
people. You may not know their names but they treat us like 
friends. They go above and beyond regularly, to be nice. They 
provide an experience that is like no other.

The moms in Bay Village are the nicest people. They are a 
network of ladies who take care of not only their own children 
but everyone else’s kids too. At bus stops, on playgrounds and 
ball games, BV moms are extraordinary. If a child is not where 
they are supposed to be, the moms network cover the borders 
and streets until the child is located. Bay Village moms live by 
unwritten codes of kindness and safety that is a unique network. 

Our town is such a friendly place to live that if I do 
encounter someone being unkind, I jokingly wonder who let 
them in, they don’t belong in Bay Village.

I think Bay Village is not only a beautiful place to live but 
a special place because of the kind and friendly people we 
encounter everyday.

–Colleen Harding

Why I love Bay Village
READER’S OPINION
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620 Dover 
Center Rd.

Open Mon-Sat, 8 am-6 pm. Closed Sun.

440-871-0899

Jim Sgro’s Village Barber Shop

COMMUNITY EVENTS

PLEASE PROOFREAD.
 WBV Observer is not liable for errors after client approval ©2014 WBVO

Luxury Town Cars
& SUVs at Taxi Prices
For All Your Transportation Needs

“We deliver people”

Email: JimsLiveryServiceLLC@gmail.com
Go to: JimsTaxiLimo.com

Call JLS 216-390-5610

PLEASE PROOFREAD. WBV Observer is not liable for errors after client approval ©2015WBVO

Serving Northeast 
Ohio Homeowners 

since 1975

Quality Painting.
T H AT ’ S  A L L  W E  D O !

The Westside’s #1 choice 
for interior and exterior 

painting

Call us at 
216-529-0360 

for a Free Consultation!

neubertpainting.com

Hot Diggity Dog, inc.
Professional Pet Care Services

“We take the 
worry out of 
being away”

Personal In-Home 
Pet Care
Busy Work Schedule?
Busy Personal Schedule?
In-home visits tailored to 
your pets’ special needs:
• Reasonable Prices For All Services
• Meals, Walks, Medication
• Plus personal play time and any other  
   special requests
• All in the surroundings of your home

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:
440-871-9245 or visit our website
www.hotdiggitydogusa.com A proud member of the Bay Village community

Your savings could add up to  
hundreds of dollars when you  
put all your policies together  
under our State Farm® roof.
GET TO A BETTER STATE.™ 
CALL ME TODAY.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company,  
State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

See just how big your  
savings could be.

Discounts as 
big as a house. 
Or condo.
Or apartment.

1103155.1

Candice Stryker-Irlbacher, Agent
24549 Detroit Road, Suite 1

Westlake, OH  44145
Bus: 440-871-3747

www.candicestryker.com
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Westlake, OH  44145
Bus: 440-871-3747
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Change 
pays.

Talk to me about saving more 
than pocket change.
Get to a better State®.  
Get State Farm.
CALL ME TODAY.

Switch and save an average of 

1201245 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

Candice Stryker-Irlbacher, Agent
24549 Detroit Road, Suite 1

Westlake, OH  44145
Bus: 440-871-3747

www.candicestryker.com $480*.

*Average annual per household savings based on a national 2010 survey of new
policyholders who reported savings by switching to State Farm.
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Post your group’s free community events online at wbvobserver.com

by ALEXANDER NALBACH

Clague Playhouse will present a free 
performance of Great Lakes Theater’s 
world-premiere production of Agatha 

Christie’s classic thriller “The Secret Adversary,” 
adapted by David Hansen and directed by Lisa 
Ortenzi, on Sunday, Feb. 21, at 2 p.m.

Agatha Christie introduces her young 
adventurers, Tommy and Tuppence, in this 
free, 80-minute touring production. Jazz-
era hero and heroine Thomas Beresford and 

Prudence “Tuppence” Cowley decide to become 
adventurers for hire and swiftly find themselves 
embroiled in an international plot to bring down 
the British government. Time is not on their side 
as they work to uncover the mysterious “Mister 
Brown.” Cleveland actors Ray Caspio, Deborah 
Cluts, James Rankin, Brittni Shambaugh and 
Devon Turchan bring this suspenseful tale to life.

There is no reserved seating for this one-
time matinee, so please come early! Visit 
clagueplayhouse.org or call 440-331-0403 for 
more information. 

Clague Playhouse presents free 
Agatha Christie matinee
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Clague Playhouse presents the Great Lakes Theater’s world-
premiere production of “The Secret Adversary” at a free 
matinee on Feb. 21 at 2 p.m.

Tuesday, Feb. 16, 7 p.m.
Westlake Democratic Club Meeting
The speaker is Stephen Dyer, with Innovation 
Ohio. His topic is “Updates of Public Education 
and Charters.” Attend to find out more on this 
topic. First-time guests will receive a vintage 
donkey pin. If you wish, bring a snack to share. 
Beverages provided. For more info, contact 
Jeanne at 440-892-3430.
Western Cuyahoga Lodge, FOP Hall 25, 26145 Center 
Ridge Rd., Westlake

Wednesday, Feb. 17, 7-8:30 p.m.
Citizens for Bay Village Community Theater 
General meeting; all are welcome as we discuss 
our upcoming summer production plans.
Bay Village Branch Library, 502 Cahoon Rd.

Thursday, Feb. 18, 6 p.m.
“Next Stop, Freedom!”
Bette Lou Higgins will recount the history of Ohio 
as a hotbed of activity during the days before the 
Civil War when escaping slaves from the South 
traveled through the state to freedom in Canada. 
A potluck dinner begins at 6 p.m., followed by 
the presentation. Donations to the Bay Village 
Historical society are accepted. RSVP to Doug 
Gertz at 440-554-6355 or Cathy Flament at 440-
835-4472.
Bay Village Community House, 303 Cahoon Rd.

Thursday, Feb. 18, 7-8 p.m.
Toastmasters Meeting
Find out how to overcome your fears of speaking, 
develop better speaking and presentation skills, 
learn to think quickly and clearly on your feet, 
build strong leadership and mentoring skills, and 
open doors in your personal and professional life. 
Meets every 1st and 3rd Thursday. Contact: Mary 

Anne, 216-374-3205.
Unity Spiritual Center, 23855 Detroit Rd., Westlake

Fridays, Feb. 19 and 26, 2-3 p.m.
Beat the Winter Blues
Art sessions for individuals with memory loss 
and their care partners. Participate in visual art 
activities, music, storytelling and poetry. No cost. 
Fridays, 2-3 p.m., and alternating Mondays, 6:30-
7:30 p.m.  Pre-register at 440-414-0434, ext. 2.  
Carolyn L. Farrell Foundation Studio, 26040 Detroit 
Rd., Suite 3, Westlake

Fridays, Feb. 19 and 26, 5-7:30 p.m.
St. Raphael Lenten Fish Fry
Join us every Friday in lent for your choice of 
baked or fried fish, mac & cheese, or pierogies. 
All meals include fries, cole slaw, rolls, beverages 
and dessert. Adults $13, seniors and children $8. 
Carryout available.
St. Raphael Parish Activity Center, 525 Dover Center 
Rd., Bay Village

Friday, Feb. 19, 7-9 p.m.
Owl Prowl
Join us for a magical evening celebrating owls 
of all shapes and sizes. Enjoy a captivating 
planetarium program and owlish activities. See 
live owls that reside at the Center and head out 
on a hike with resident birding expert Tim Jasinski 
in hopes of spotting wild owls in the forest of 
Huntington Reservation. For all ages. Please 
register in advance, lensc.org. Fee: $7/person.
Lake Erie Nature & Science Center, 28728 Wolf Rd., 
Bay Village

Monday, Feb. 22, 11:30 a.m.
Restoring Your Woody Plants
Bob Rensel, of the Cleveland Botanical Garden, 

will review the why, how and when to prune your 
woody plants. Bob will cover the step by step 
pruning process and discuss pruning techniques 
specific to certain groups of plants. $5 fee for 
guests. Visit bayvillagegardenclub.com or call 
440-937-8125 for reservations.
Bay Village Community House, 303 Cahoon Rd.

Tuesday, Feb. 23, 6:30-8 p.m.
Couples Facing Cancer Together
Improve your communication while discussing 
your needs. Learn ways to support one another 
and be more connected on the cancer journey. 
Advance registration required by calling 216-595-
9546. Free.
The Gathering Place, 800 Sharon Dr., Westlake

Wednesday, Feb. 24, 10 a.m.-noon
Beyond Breast Cancer Treatment: A 
Comprehensive Approach
A 4-week program addressing topics in 
survivorship including twice-weekly exercise, a 
weekly support group, and hands-on healthy 
cooking classes. Advance registration required by 
calling 216-595-9546. Free.
The Gathering Place, 800 Sharon Dr., Westlake

Wednesday, Feb. 24, 6:30-8:45 p.m.
Embroiderers’ Guild of America, North Coast 
Chapter
We will be working on a shamrock project, using 
stitches of their choice. For more information, 
please call 440-835-5183 or 440-734-2383.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd.

Wednesday, Feb. 24, 7-8 p.m.
Backyard Wonders: Wildlife Rehabilitation – 
A Year in Review
Join Director of Wildlife Amy LeMonds as she 

explore some of the most amazing wildlife 
rehabilitation cases from 2015. Gain knowledge of 
the Center’s program as well as the profession of 
wildlife rehabilitation. Program includes time for 
questions, answers and discussion. For adults and 
families with children ages 10+. Fee: $7/person.
Lake Erie Nature & Science Center, 28728 Wolf Rd., 
Bay Village

Thursday, Feb. 25, 7 p.m.
The Real Life Adventures of Batman
The Westlake Historical Society meeting will 
feature Westlake resident Mel Maurer telling 
the very real story of his transformation from 
mild-mannered business executive to the Caped 
Crusader, fighting the despair of poverty in 
children with gifts of toys while having a great 
time as a superhero (bat ears, cape, tights and all). 
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd.

Saturday, Feb. 27, 4:30 p.m.
Free Community Meal
Please join us for good conversation and 
fellowship. No carry outs. The church is accessible 
to the physically challenged. Provided by Church 
of the Redeemer in Westlake and Clague Road 
United Church of Christ. 
Clague Road UCC, 3650 Clague Rd., North Olmsted

Sunday, Feb. 28, 2-4 p.m.
Bay Village Citizen and Project of the Year 
Reception
The community is invited to a reception honoring 
Bay Village auxiliary police officer Jeff Hartz, our 
Citizen of the Year, and the BAYarts ceramics 
studio, Project of the Year.
BAYarts Fuller House, 28795 Lake Rd.
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Greenisland 
Irish Restaurant & Pub
FISH SPECIALS 
EVERY FRIDAY IN LENT
Open at 11:30am Mon.-Sat.
25517 Eaton Way (off Columbia Rd.)  
Bay Village   •   440-250-9086
Proud to be part of the Bay Village community


